Cynthia  Smith

1234 Alamo St.

San Antonio, Texas 78230








February 2, 2005

The Honorable __________

U.S. House of Representative

House Office Building

Washington, DC  20515-4323

Dear Representative ___________:


I’m writing to express to you the distress, a consistent voter and willing taxpayer, over see the possible demise of two federally funded programs that actually meet their federally mandated guidelines.  I am referring to the proposed elimination of TRIO’s Talent Search and Upward Bound programs in President Bush’s budget.  

I became familiar with the tremendous scholastic and cultural outreach provided by Upward Bound many years ago while residing in Tennessee.  As a (Tell who you are teacher, clergyman, business woman), I have been impressed by the superior quality of the TRIO Programs in (give city) area.  Young people who would not be exposed early on in their school years to the possibility of a college education; youngsters whose opportunities for scholastic growth go beyond the public school classroom; at-risk youth being able to see “the light at the end of the tunnel”…these are the ones whose futures will be sacrificed if both houses of Congress accept the President’s recommendation.

I respectfully request that you carefully consider what the loss of TRIO programs will mean to our nation’s youth in general, and more specifically to our local youth who are presently benefiting from them.  Your support of favorable funding of TRIO Programs in the Fiscal year 2006 appropriations bill is truly needed 

Knowing that your wisdom and insight in this matter will prevail, I extend my heartfelt thanks to you in advance.








Sincerely,








Cynthia Smith

