DAvid H. MatThews

1234 Ritchie Road

San Antonino, Texas 78220  


(210) 333-5555

February 2, 2005

The Honorable __________

U.S. Senate

Senate Office Building

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senator_________:

It is with great concern that I am writing to you to request your support for expanding TRIO Programs in the 2006 fiscal year.  I know how difficult this will be in light of President Bush’s recommendation to eliminate two TRIO programs Talent Search and Upward Bound.  

I firmly believe that we, as a nation, cannot socially or economically afford the eradication of college access programs such as Upward Bound, Talent Search, and Student Support Services.  Since we are living in a time where young people are already lacking motivation and concerns for education and the future, it is critical that we examine what message the elimination of such programs is sending to our young people.  How can we continue to tell them to stay in school and to set goals, when opportunities are being taken away from them?  Eliminating opportunities for our young people could begin a devastating cycle for our country in which the drop out rate will increase, in turn also increasing the crime rate.  Both of these factors will lead to a decrease in the number of productive, taxpaying citizens.  Thus, it is important that we, as a nation, continue to invest in our future by investing in our youth.

Sir, not only am I writing to you as a concerned, voting, taxpaying citizen, I am also writing to you as living proof of the value of  testimony of the great things that TRIO Programs.  I grew up on the (your location here).  My parents barely finished grade school, and certainly didn’t have an opportunity to go to college.  Never in my wildest dreams would I have imagined attending a nationally respected university.  Today, thanks to the guidance that I received from the Upward Bound Program at (St. Mary’s University), I am a (Stanford University) graduate. Of course, I take great pride in that fact.  However I take even greater pride in knowing that I had to overcome great odds to make it to (Stanford), and that a program like Upward Bound was available to help me meet those challenges in my life.

Please, sir, do not deny our young people the opportunity to tackle the challenges that lie ahead of them. If we deny our youth an education, we are denying ourselves a bright and productive future.  Please support funding for the continuation of TRIO programs.  Not only will this support benefit the young people that TRIO serves, but each and every citizen of the United States.

Sincerely,

David H. Matthews

Upward Bound Alumni ‘91

St. Mary’s University

